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“ Revelatory ... Readers will find this an essential account of an
oft-overlooked feminist pioneer.” — Publishers Weekly, STARRED
review

66 Campbell aims to revive [Hite's] contributions: with the rise of the manosphere, trad wives, resurgent
misogyny, homophobia, transphobia, and racism, Hite, Campbell argues, is worth remembering.... A
portrait of a complex woman in fraught times.” — Kirkus

“ Tells the intriguing story of Hite's fraught childhood, her rise to fame and her eventual cancellation by
the far right and the media.’ — The Independent, Best New Books To Read in April

INTRODUCTION

Come and meet Shere Hite—the feminist hero whose notorious work revolutionized how we think about
sex, marriage, and the female orgasm...

Despite being one of the leading thinkers of the second wave feminist movement, today Shere Hite is little
known, little written about, and, unsurprisingly, little read. Her groundbreaking book, The Hite Report sold
millions of copies when first published in 1976 and revolutionized the way people thought about marriage
and the female orgasm. How, then, did it, and Hite, disappear from public consciousness?

Using original research material and sharp cultural analysis, Rosa Campbell explores Hite’s complicated life
and literary legacy through her fraught childhood, her struggles working in the porn industry, and her
eventual cancellation by the far-right Evangelical movement. All the while, Campbell holds Hite and The Hite
Report to account for their own failings and absence of intersectionality.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.  This book traces the history, legacy, and life of Shere Hite and her book The Hite Report. It is one of the
most-read books of the 20th century and the 30th best-selling book of all time. Had you heard of it?
Why do you think some prolific books and their authors seem to disappear? Can you think of other
examples? Why do you think these have been wiped from public memory?

7. Thisbook is written as a biography, though it tries to draw out ideas rather than tell the complete story
of Shere Hite's life. How did you find this? Was the balance between her personal history and the
history of her work right for you? Do you read other biographies — why or why not? What do you like,
or dislike, about the genre?

3. Chapter One discusses how Hite's early life helped her understand sex as political — shaped by social
structures beyond the bedroom. What does it mean to understand sex, usually thought of as a private
matter between two individuals, as political, something impacted by power structures? Does this
understanding make pleasurable sex more difficult? What does it open up? What does it shut down?
Has your personal life shaped your understanding of sex, and if so, in what ways?



THE BOOK THAT TAUGHT . ..

4. Many women who wrote to Shere described a specific sexual script: foreplay, intercourse, male
orgasm. Where did this script come from? Why did women put up with it for so long? Have sexual
expectations changed today — in what ways, and why or why not? Shere suggested that to change
things up, women should become feminists and look to lesbians, who were having sex in a less
scripted and much freer way. Who might we look to today?
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5. Many women reported that the book made them feel "normal." Why was this? What is normal sex
today, compared to Shere's time? Is the idea of "normal” sex or "normal” relationships always
oppressive? Can it also be liberatory?

6.  The book discusses Shere's relationship to the women's movement and feminism, and her use of the
media. What is the role of celebrities in social movements? Do social movements need leaders? What
are some of the pitfalls of working — or not working — collectively?

/. Thereare significant limits to Shere's thinking, particularly in the area of race politics. What other
limits did you notice? How do we discuss the blind spots of past thinkers in a way that feels satisfying
and honest without dismissing all of their work? Do you think Shere was "cancelled"? Do you think she
should have been? Is "cancel culture" a useful concept? Does it apply equally to the right and the left?

8. Howdo you feel about Shere Hite? Do you like her? Dislike her? What does she bring up for you —
admiration, pity, anger? Are there feminists today who you think are similar to her? Who evokes strong
feelings in you? The psychoanalyst Carl Jung proposed the concept of "the shadow self," which
suggests that people who provoke overwhelming negative feelings in us often reflect parts of
ourselves we dislike and repress. What do you think of this idea?

9. The relationship of men to feminism was a hot topic for feminists. What do you think that relationship
should be? Why do you think Shere was keen to include men in her project? Why do you think so many
men read The Hite Report? Is feminism beneficial to men — and if so, in what ways? What about
people of other marginalised genders who aren't cis women, such as trans and non-binary people?

10.  This book charts the story of the backlash against feminism through the story of Shere's downfall. Do
you think our times resemble that period? In what ways are they different? Are there different
scapegoats today? Are backlashes inevitable? Research has found that times of economic hardship
create a "zero-sum'" sense in people — that marginalised people's gains come at the expense of the
"majority." What can be done about this?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Rosa Campbell is a historian of global feminism and writer based in London.
She is a Leverhulme Postdoctoral Fellow at King's College, London and holds
a PhD from the University of Cambridge. She has written for Literary Hub, The
White Review, The Independent, Public Books, and Meanjin, among others.

MORE TO DISCOVER

Find more resources for your book club at www.mhpbooks.com.
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